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Sunday of the Holy 
Forefathers 

 
  Two Sundays before the celebration of Christmas, the Ortho-

dox Church rejoices in the festival of the Holy Forefathers of the Old 
Covenant, including those who came before the giving of the Law. 
They foretold the coming of the Messiah and are redeemed by his 
saving Pascha. Together with the Canon of the Nativity of Christ, the 
following hymns are sung at the services of the day:  

 

Let us offer praise to the fathers  
Who shone forth before and during the Law;  
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Welcome visitors! 

Please join us in the 

hall after Divine Liturgy 

for coffee hour. 



With righteous minds they served the Lord and Master  
Who shone forth from the Virgin,  
And now they delight in the unending Light.  

 

There is a great 
difference between 
“existing” and “liv-
ing.” Many people 
exist. Very few 
really live. Only 
those who seek God 
have life. Only those 
who delight in His 
commandments 
and rejoice in 
accomplishing His 
will pass beyond 
mere existence and 
actually find life. 
"Seek God, and your 
soul shall live" (Ps 
69:32). This is the 
cry of the psalmist 
David who is 
especially hymned 
on this Sunday and 
on the Sunday after 
Christmas. His 
exhortation is in harmony with the words of God given to Moses in 
His revelation of the divine Law: 

 

“See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil. 
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God, which I 
command you this day, by walking in His ways, and by keeping 
His commandments and His statutes and His ordinances, then 
you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless 
you… I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; 
therefore, choose life, that you and your descendants may live.” 
(Deut 30:15-19) 
 



The holy forefathers and mothers, together with all their 
descendants, have chosen life. They find it in God's Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, who is Life itself, God's incarnate Word. The celebration of 
the Winter Pascha is a celebration of Life in God's Word. For "Christ 
who is our life" has already appeared (Col 3:4). We have "beheld 
His glory" (Jn 1:14). Now that glory is hidden in the "form of a 
slave" (Phil 2:7), but it will be revealed at the end of the ages in 
power for those who "have loved His appearing" and "live in Him" 
(2 Tim 4:8; Col 2:6). 

 

HYMNS OF THE DAY 
 

Tone 2 – Resurrectional Troparion 
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, 
You slew hell with the splendor of Your Godhead. 
And when from the depths You raised the dead, 
all the powers of heaven cried out:// 
“O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!” 
 

Tone 2 – Troparion of the Holy Forefathers 
Through faith You justified the Forefathers,  
betrothing through them the Church of the gentiles.  
These saints exult in glory,  
for from their seed came forth a glorious fruit:  
she who bore You without seed.//  
So by their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us! 
 

Tone 6 – Kontakion for the Holy Forefathers 
You did not worship the graven image, 
O thrice-blessed ones, 
but armed with the immaterial Essence of God, 
you were glorified in a trial by fire. 
From the midst of unbearable flames you called on God, crying: 
“Hasten, O compassionate One!  
Speedily come to our aid,// 
for You are merciful and able to do as You will!” 

 

 
 



SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Tone 4 – Sunday Prokeimenon (Daniel 3) 
 

Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers,  
and praised and glorified is Your Name forever! 
 

Epistle: Colossians 3.4-11 
Brethren: When Christ who is our life appears, then you also 

will appear with Him in glory. Therefore, put to death your mem-
bers which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things 
the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which 
you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But now you 
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
filthy language out of your mouth. 

Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man 
with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, where 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 
 

Gospel: Luke 14.16-24 
The Lord spoke this parable: “A certain man gave a great supper 

and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to 
those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But 
they all with one accord began to make excuses.  

“The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I 
must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 

“And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ 

“Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come.’ 

“So, that servant came and reported these things to his master. 
Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go 
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here 
the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 

“And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, 
and still there is room.’ 

“Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled. For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall 
taste my supper.’” 



WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

N.Dep. Ryan Holmes 
Paul Van Sickle 

Ev. Mem. Nikifor Motrychuk (’26) 
Michael Benka (2024)

Health & Salvation 
Archpr. Peter 
Mat. Cynthia 
Hierom. John 
Mat. Anne 
Valer 
Nun Theodora 
Rollie 
Claudia 
Mary Ann 
Raymond 
Edward 
Charlotte 
Betsy 
Klaudia 
Maja 
Gerald 
Janet 
Gerald 
Rebecca 
Christopher 
Moses 
Helena 
James 
Elijah 
Lydia 
Nina 
James 
Rebecca 
Jesse 
Autumn 
Sarah 

James 
John 
Jacob 
Carol  
Snezana 
Ryan 
Nathan 
Kara 
Jamie 
Kyleigh 
Lauren 
Kyle 
Gilbert 
Carolynn 
Amelia 
Aaron  
Marcietta 
Charles 
Rosemary 
Nicholas 
Natalie 
Jovan 
Meagan 
Marley 
Kimberly 
Stephanie 
Robin 
Leonardo 
Daniel 
Tiffany 
Yelena 
Anastasia 
James 

Rita 
Alla 
Betty 
Mary Ann 
Maria 
Londyn 
Hattie 
Lisa 
Isabella 
Alessandra 
Jennifer 
Steven 
Sergei 
Heidi 
Jennifer 
Ethan 
Logan 
Tanya 
Christopher 
Olga 
Michael 
Ivanka 
Silas 
Christine 
Sara 
John 
Kirby 
Loretta 
Alex 
Trudi 
Michal 
Anika 
Sarah

 
To add the name of a loved one recently departed or on the anniversary of their 

repose, or someone living and in particular need of prayer, please speak to Fr Jacob  

 



Special Petition at the Augmented Litany: 
 

We pray, O Lord our God, for all those who suffer from acts of war, 
especially the victims in Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Palestine. We 
pray for Your peace and Your mercy in the midst of the great suffer-
ing of Your people. Vouchsafe to accept the prayers of the Church, so 
that by Your goodness, peace may return to all peoples; O Lord, 
hearken and have mercy. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Advent season began on November 15. During this time, we 
rededicate ourselves to prayer, we make a confession, we fast, and 
we find opportunities to give to those in need.  

Today, the Sunday closest to the feast day of St Herman of Alaska 
(Dec 13), we take the annual collection for the Diocese of Alaska 
Clergy Endowment. This annual collection was established by the 
delegates of the 2021 All-American Council after hearing about the 
inability of impoverished native parishes to support their clergy 
families. 

Ancient Faith Ministries in Chesterton will host 
another free Little Flock Story Hour this Wednesday, 
December 17. Kids aged 2-5 will learn about Christ's 
coming as a baby, make a Nativity scene craft, and 
enjoy Christmas cookies. Info and registration here:  

A movie outing to see the new animated movie David has been 
arranged by the church school.  All are welcome to join us at the 
Emagine theatres in Portage December 18th @ 6:15 pm.  Many of 
our church members are sitting in row E and row D still has several 
open seats.  One child is able to get free tickets with each paying 
adult using the code KIDSGOFREE at Angel.com (please see 
Elizabeth Wysocki with any questions). 

This Saturday at 4:30pm is our monthly catechism class. This 
month’s topic is the History of the Church. Plan to stay for Great 
Vespers at 6pm. 

After Liturgy on Sunday, December 28 will be our annual Parish 
Yolka. This is a potluck Christmas celebration including a 
performance of the Nativity story by the Church School and singing 
Christmas carols. 



Mark your calendars: 
 

Dec 15: Bible Study @ 7pm 

Dec 16: Parish Council @ 7pm 

Dec 18: Faith Enrichment @ 10am 
Church School Movie Outing: Portage-Emagine @ 6:15pm. 

Dec 20:  Catechism @ 4:30pm 

Dec 24: Royal Hours of Nativity @ 9am 
 Vesperal Liturgy of Nativity @ 10:30am 
 Nativity Vigil @ 7pm 

Dec 25: Festal Divine Liturgy of Nativity @ 9am 

Dec 28:  Parish Yolka after Divine Liturgy 

Dec 31: Festal Vespers for the Circumcision of our Lord and St Basil 
the Great @ 6pm 

Jan 1: Festal Divine Liturgy for the Circumcision of our Lord and 
St Basil the Great @ 9am 

Jan 5: Royal Hours of Theophany @ 9am 
 Great Vespers w/Blessing of Water @ 6pm 

Jan 6: Festal Liturgy w/Blessing of Water @ 9am 

Last Week’s Gifts to the Lord:      $4,114 

 

Letter from Archbishop Alexei of Alaska 
 

Beloved Friends and Supporters of the Orthodox Church in Alaska,  
 

May the Lord God bless and keep you always. 
 

Looking back over this past year, I see that whatever good has 
been done has come from God’s mercy working through your 
Christian love, strengthening parishes, sustaining priests, and giving 
encouragement to our people across Alaska. Because of your 
support, every priest received a 2025 stipend of $1,780, from a 
Clergy Endowment Fund now just over two million dollars. Priests 
wrote that this put food on the table and met their children’s needs. 



You are helping keep priests in their villages, standing at the holy 
altar where Christ has placed them. 

By God’s grace, this was also the year of the glorification of Saint 
Olga of Alaska. In preparation, I traveled on pilgrimage to Russia to 
receive a reliquary and icon—gifts we could not have obtained in 
Alaska, now at the heart of her veneration. Your generosity brought 
back these holy offerings, helping our faithful see that our small 
flock and our new saint are embraced by the wider Orthodox 
Church.  

Through the Saint Innokenty Orthodox Mission Advisory 
Council, priests traveled to villages without a resident pastor, 
bringing the Divine Services and rekindling hope; at Saint Herman’s 
Seminary, your support helps form future “teacher-priests” and 
“warrior-priests” for Alaska. 

All this shows that, with God’s help, your generosity is allowing 
the Church’s mission in Alaska to live and grow. Yet the Clergy 
Stipend Fund still provides only about a month’s help each year. We 
pray that our priests may receive a measure of earthly support 
worthy of their spiritual labor. 

I humbly ask you first for your prayers for our clergy and their 
families, for our seminarians, and for all the Orthodox faithful of this 
land. And if God has given you the means, please renew or increase 
your financial support, so that together we may strengthen the 
Clergy Endowment Fund and raise up a new generation of priests 
for Alaska. May the Lord reward you a hundredfold in this life and in 
the age to come. 
 

With love in Christ and heartfelt gratitude, 
 

†Alexei 
Archbishop of Sitka and Alaska 

 

Glory to God for 

all things! 
 


