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Welcome visitors!
Please join us in
Divine Liturgy: 10am Sundays
the parish hall after
Confessions are heard before or Divine Liturgy for
after Vespers or by appointment. coffee hour.
Great Vespers: 6pm Saturdays

June 2, 2019
6th Sunday of Pascha: The Blind Man
HYMNS OF THE DAY
Tone 5 – Resurrectional Troparion
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word,
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin;
for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death,
and to raise the dead//
by His glorious Resurrection.
Tone 4 – Kontakion for the Blind man
I come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes,
and call to You in repentance://
“You are the most radiant Light of those in darkness.”

Tone 8 – Kontakion of Pascha
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal,
You destroyed the power of death.
In victory You arose, O Christ God,
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,//
granting peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection
on the fallen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Epistle: Acts 16.16-34
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who
brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl
followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are
the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the
way of salvation.”
And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed,
turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very
hour.
But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to the
magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly
trouble our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful
for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.”
Then the multitude rose up together against them; and
the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to
be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on
them, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to
keep them securely.
Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and
the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison,
awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open,

supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was
about to kill himself.
But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no
harm, for we are all here.”
Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said, “Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?”
So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
will be saved, you and your household.”
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and
all his family were baptized. Now when he had brought them
into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced,
having believed in God with all his household.
Gospel: John 9.1-38
At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was
blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,
but that the works of God should be revealed in him. I must
work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night
is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.”
When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and
made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the
blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and
washed, and came back seeing.
Therefore, the neighbors and those who previously had
seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and
begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.”
Therefore, they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?”
He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and
wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received sight.”

Then they said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay
and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked him again
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay
on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
Therefore, some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” And there was a division among them.
They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about
Him, since He opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had
been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents
of the man who had received his sight.
And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?”
His parents answered them and said, “We know that this
is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what means he
now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.”
His parents said these things because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed
that He was Christ, they would be put out of the synagogue.
Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So they again called the man who was blind and said to
him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.”
He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do
not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I
see.”
Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How
did He open your eyes?”
He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become His disciples?”

Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but
we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as
for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.”
The man answered and said to them, “Why, this is a
marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet
He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear
sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will,
He hears him. Since the world began it has been unheard of
that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. If
this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”
They answered and said to him, “You were completely
born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had
found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”
He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may
believe in Him?”
And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is
He who is talking with you.”
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
N.Dep. Michael Pachapa
Sophianos Hasapis
Ev.Mem. Michael Zhebyuk (’33)
Stephen Komanecki (’77)
Health &
Jon
Salvation:
Tanya
Protopr. George
Jovan
Mat. Anna
Julia
Archpr. Peter
Warren
Archpr. John
Carol
Pr. John
Tom
Pr. Christopher
Elizabeth
Mat. Jennifer
Tina
Andrew
Adam
Gideon
Brittany
Kevin
Jennifer

Pearl Kuzma (’97)
Phillip Kaletta (2002)
Charles Green (2010)
Anatol Meuch
Lennox
Laila
Paula
Alvin
Kenneth
Anna
Justin
Nika
Leo
Shaun
Gail
Maria

*If you know someone who needs prayer, please give their name to Fr Jacob

From Pascha until Ascension, instead of “It is Truly Meet…”
we sing “The Angel Cried…” and instead of “We have seen the
true light…” we sing “Christ is Risen…”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please help yourself to any of the books set out in the narthex.
Our parish prayer list for the living is restarting for the year. If
prayers are still needed for a person whose name has been
removed, just let Fr. Jacob know, and he will re-add them.
At Bible Study this Wednesday (7pm after Vespers) we are
studying Genesis 7-10.
This Thursday is 40 days since Pascha, when in the presence
of His disciples our Lord ascended bodily into heaven. We will
serve the Festal Great Vespers Wednesday night at 6pm.
Divine Liturgy is at Descent of the Holy Ghost @ 10am. On
Ascension we bid farewell to “Christ is risen!” until next year,
and we await the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost two
weeks from now.
Save the date! Our mortgage burning party will be on
Saturday, July 27 at the Church Hall. We want to make it as
joyful a celebration as possible. If you have any ideas to share
or you would like to help sponsor the event, please talk to Fr
Jacob or any member of the council.
Mark your calendars:
Jun 5: Great Vespers for the Feast of the Ascension @ 6pm
Bible Study @ 7pm
Jun 6: Divine Liturgy at Descent of the Holy Ghost for the
Feast of the Ascension @10am
Jun 9: Livestream with Bishop Paul: www.midwestfamily.org
Jul 27: Mortgage Burning party!
Last Week’s Offerings to the Lord:

$895

The Human Person and the Family
by His Beatitude, our Metropolitan Tikhon
In April of 2018, the pop group ABBA announced that it
would be undertaking a world tour using holograms of the
members of the group to simulate a live concert. Although
some might characterize this undertaking as a crass
commercial effort at generating millions of dollars in profit
for an aging franchise, an even more sorrowful critique might
view it as a valiant effort to stave off the inevitable process of
aging and dying that all human beings must face. We now live
in a world where the human person has been reduced to an
avatar, giving the appearance of permanence and
indestructibility, but in fact destined to vanish at the first
power outage.
A nun once related to me that, on the day she was
tonsured and clothed in the angelic schema, her elder called
her to himself and said to her: “Now you are a true human
being.” He said this because she was completely clothed in the
monastic habit except for her face: and it is in one’s face that
our real humanity is revealed because it is an image of the
face of Christ. All of our faces are marred and broken in some
way, reflecting the brokenness in our hearts or in our bodies.
We struggle with various addictions—alcohol, drugs, food,
and pornography—as well as a whole range of emotional and
psychological problems—depression, co-dependency, greed,
and anger. In addition, our children have an increased source
of confusion in the area of sexuality, with very public
discussions relating to sexual orientation, and gender identity.
Beyond this, we are bombarded almost daily with
temptations: coffee, sugar, sports, television shows, social
media, and breaking news, which make it more difficult to
know who we are as persons.
It is difficult not to become distracted by the media and
public attention that is given to such issues, which often focus
the discussion on the most extreme cases and engender
divisive and polarizing debate. This public debate has a deep
impact in our own communities, but it particularly impacts

our families, where such struggles take place in the most
personal setting. There, it is often anxiety that leads to further
confusion about how to deal with these problems, and public
debate is often less than helpful to parents and to families in
sorting them out. In order to get to the root of these problems,
it is not enough to debate the symptoms; rather, we must help
provide the means for all of us to understand the causes of the
brokenness we see too often today. We must return, calmly
and with discernment, to the ancient therapeutic approach of
the Orthodox Church which, in collaboration with the
significant contributions of modern medicine and psychology,
can most directly help all human beings regain their
humanity.
The Orthodox understanding of the human person is a
deep well from which we can draw much wisdom and
knowledge. Through death and the resurrection, we enter
into salvation, which is the healing offered by the Divine
Physician to those who, without despair, accept their
mortality and, with hope, undertake a genuine examination of
their brokenness. Acceptance and examination are often
difficult and painful, but inspired by Christ through the Holy
Spirit, and nurtured through the scriptural, liturgical and
ascetical experience of the Church, they lead us to hope and to
receiving divine wisdom on the questions surrounding the
mystery of the human person.

Glory to God for all things!

